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MUS 1165 (01) Great Works of Music 
FLORIDA SOUTHERN COLLEGE 

Spring 2012, MWF 12- 1:10 
  

Professor:   Dr. Mira Mintcheva  Office:  MUS 133 
Classroom :  B201  Phone:  863 680 4230 
Email: mmintcheva@flsouthern.edu        Office Hours: MWF 11:00-12:00/by appointment 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Four Hours.  This course represents a comprehensive survey of the history of Western 
Music – from music of the Middle Ages and Renaissance to 20th-century compositions. 
 
TEXT:  Music: An Appreciation.  7th brief ed.  Roger Kamien. The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 2011. 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES/OBJECTIVES:  This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity 
to engage and develop an appreciation for – and understanding of – all types and styles of “classical” music 
expression, including the elements of its performance, its language and its creative impulses.  While the primary 
materials of this course will focus on the classics of western art music, comparative discussions will feature 
world, traditional, and popular music. 
 
In this course students will: 

 Develop a vocabulary of musical terms and actively appropriate them in class discussions and 
written critiques. 

 Examine and learn to identify elements of music common to all styles and historical periods 
(melody, rhythm, harmony, form, texture, and timbre, tempo, dynamics, expression). 

 Examine, compare and contrast historical style periods within the context of historical social, 
religious, political and cultural events and trends (Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, 
Romantic, Impressionistic and Modern). 

 Attend live performances and write a critique based upon the elements of music.  
 
ENGAGED LEARNING ACTIVITIES: Course activities will include class lectures with discussion, in-class listening 
with discussion,  as well as written critiques of audio and live performances (a list of options will be provided). 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM:  Extensive use of Portal technology for handouts, grades, and web-site 
oriented assignments.  Use of Power-point, web-based audio exercises, i-pod and you-tube.  
 
ASSESSMENT: 
5 Exams (Listening and Multiple Choice/Short Essay) = 60% 
4 Written critiques = 20 % 
In-class activities/homework = 10% 
Attendance = 10% 
 
GRADING SCALE:  
A = 100-90 
B = 89-80 
C = 79-70 
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D = 69-60 
F = below 60 
 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Regular attendance in class is expected.  You are allowed 3 absences.  Each absence after that 
will reduce your final course grade by a letter grade.   NO EXCEPTIONS. 
 
STATEMENT ON THE HONOR CODE: 
As an academic community, Florida Southern College is firmly committed to honor and integrity in the pursuit of 
knowledge.  Therefore, as a member of this academic community, each student acknowledges responsibility for 
his or her actions and commits to the highest standards of integrity.  In doing so through the Honor Code, each 
student makes a covenant with the college not to engage in any form of academic dishonesty, fraud, cheating, 
or theft.  Further information on the Honor Code is available in the current Catalog.  Faculty members may 
provide additional information about academic dishonesty or penalties.  
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATION STATEMENT: Florida Southern College does not have a 
special program for students with learning disabilities; however, reasonable accommodations may be requested 
in this course by students who have documentation of a disability on file in the PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING OFFICE 
located in the Thrift Building (Main Floor) – 863 680-4196.  It is the responsibility of the student to make his or 
her condition known to the college, to take the initiative in requesting desired appropriate accommodations, 
and to have the pertinent diagnostic tests or other professional evaluations to verify the need for academic 
accommodations.  A release statement signed by the student is required each semester before documentation 
and requested accommodations can be shared with the student’s instructors.  It is the student’s responsibility to 
meet with the instructor to determine which of the requested accommodations can be made in each class.  For 
more information on how to apply for accommodations please contact Dr. Richard Burnette, Psychological 
Testing Office, in person or online at http://www.flsouthern.edu/academics/students/disabilityservices.htm.  If 
there are concerns about accommodations decisions, students may request a review by contacting FSC 
Compliance Officer Dr. Marcie Pospichal, Associate Vice President for student solutions, 863 680-4197. 
 
CONCERT ATTENDANCE/WRITTEN CRITIQUES:  The student is required to attend four (4) live performances 
throughout the semester.  Two (2) out of these must be completed and written critiques turned in by 
Wednesday, March 7th, 2012. Following a performance the student will: 

 Write a critique – commenting on four (4) out of the nine (9) elements or music – for every selection on 
the program – similar to class listening – simply make comments regarding tempo, dynamics, tone color, 
rhythm, harmony, texture, performing media, etc. 

 The critique must be typed and should be 2-3 pages long and the student will be required to submit the 
concert program attached to their critique. 

 The student should include a paragraph or two discussing their own impressions of the 

concert/performers/the repertoire presented.  Please, explain why you liked/disliked the concert. 

 The primary purpose of this assignment is to actively engage you in a live music performance.  Further 
instructions regarding the critique will be provided in class. 
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COURSE CALENDAR: 
 
Week 1 Course Introduction. Part I.  Elements (Chapters 1-3). Pitch, Dynamics, Tone Color; Rhythm; Performing 
Media: Voices and Instruments. 
Week 2 Part I.  Elements (Chapters 4-10). Music Notation; Melody, Harmony, Key, Musical Texture; Musical 
Form; Musical Style. 
Week 3 Part II.  Music in the Middle Ages (Chapter 1). Gregorian Chant, Organum, Notre Dame Polyphony, 
Secular Music; Guillaume de Machaut. 
Week 4 Part II.  Music in the Renaissance (Chapter 2). Motet and Mass;  Josquin and Palestrina;  Madrigal and 
Lute Song;  Thomas Weelkes and John Dowland. 
Week 5 Part III. The Baroque Period. (Chapters 1-5). Features of Baroque Music; Concerto Grosso; Fugue; Opera. 
Week 6 Part III. The Baroque Period. (Chapters 6-10).  The Baroque Sonata; Monteverdi; Purcell; Vivaldi. 
Week 7 Part IV. The Baroque Period (Chapters 11-15).  Baroque Suite, Chorale and Church Cantata – J.S. Bach; 
Oratorio – G. F. Handel. 
Week 8 Part IV. The Classical Period. (Chapters 1-6). Features of Classical Music; Classical Forms - Sonata Form, 
Theme and Variations, Minuet and Trio, Rondo. 
Week 9 Part V.  The Classical Period. (Chapters 7-12). Classical Genres – Concerto, Symphony, String Quartet; 
Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven. 
Week 10 Part V. The Romantic Period. (Chapters 1-6). Features of Romantic Music.  The Art Song – Schubert and 
Schumann.  Clara Schumann.  
Week 11 Part V. The Romantic Period. (Chapters 7-12). Chopin, Liszt, Mendelssohn. Program Music – Hector 
Berlioz. 
Week 12 Part VI. The Romantic Period (Chapters 13-18). Nationalism (Smetana and Dvorak); Symphonic music 
(Tchaikovsky, Brahms); Romantic Opera (Verdi, Puccini, Wagner).   
Week 13 Part VI. The 20th-Century (Chapters 1-6). Musical Styles between 1900 and 1945; Impressionism – 
Debussy; Neo-Classicism – Stravinsky. 
Week 14 Part VI. The 20th-Century (Chapters 7-12). Expressionism – Schoenberg, Berg, Webern. Bartok, Ives, 
Gershwin. 
Week 15 Part VI. The 20th-Century (Chapters 13-18). More 20th century composers - Still, Copland, Ginastera; 
Musical Styles after 1945 – chance music, minimalist music, mixed media; Cage, Varese, Adams, Carter 
   
 
 


